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The main goal of this project remained the same. The goal was to create a final product                 
for both levels (Grade 7: Rube Goldberg Machine - Grade 8: create a Useful Machine).               
It was more than a success as we were able to include one more subject area: English.                 
This increased the opportunities to share new ideas and create a more sophisticated             
cross curricular S.T.E.A.M.  
 
The philosophy behind the project was to develop cohesion between the different            
subject areas and students. When teachers work together, they develop their individual            
strengths and consequently make their course more valuable. Also, this partnership           
calls forth the students to blossom through their own strength. This team work gave              
students the opportunity to develop their confidence in themselves and in their capacity             
to cope with different aspects of the project. Working together makes us stronger and              
more part of a community. This transcends in the way students approach the realisation              
of the project. 
 
Furthermore, the STEAM project develops the ability to use technology to help build the              
final product. Even though technology should make it easier and faster, it forced the              
students to be more accurate and more diligent in recognizing mistakes, which takes             
more time. That is when the paradox appears: “Our society wants us to use technology               
to be faster”, but it takes more of our time to master it.  
 
When it was time to make the “connections” with all sections of each team, the students                
realized that we are all interconnected. If one section of the project was not completed               
properly, everything else collapsed as a domino effect. It is basically, in a smaller scale,               
the way life works.  
 
We strongly believe that any type of project involving different subject areas is worth it               
as it is a reflection of a real life situation. It gives them the opportunity to see this on a                    
smaller scale. Flexibility is another facet when creating this type of project. They always              
surprise us with their ingenuity. Both projects (grades 7 & 8) clearly showed that it can                



be beneficial to the student community as well as the teacher community to see the big                
picture:  we are all interconnected. 
 
As any project of this extent, there are always adjustments to be made. If we had to                 
redo it, we would lay out more clearly the connections between the different sections of               
the project to the students Also, it would be essential to teach the students how to get                 
“organized” to maximize their success towards the final product. In the instructions, we             
would change some criteria to ensure the understanding of the final product. 
 
In conclusion, we realized that this type of project should be incorporated more in the               
curriculum as it is pertinent with the way the world works:  Globalisation. 


