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Project Description
Our project was to build a collection of children’s books with diverse characters and
create activities and conversations that could be used with them throughout the cycles.
We were hoping to have more students see themselves, and others, represented in the
books we choose to use in the classroom and to give teachers the tools to use them in
their classes.
We started our project by having an initial meeting where we discussed
who we were and the experiences that lead us to want to be a part of this project.  Much
of our time was spent discussing our biases and the learning and unlearning that each
of us are doing.  We determined what we wanted to focus on when it came to book



selection.  We discussed a series of questions that we need to ask ourselves when
approaching and choosing books.  (Who is represented? Who created the work?
Whose voices are missing?)  We knew we wanted the books we chose to have diverse
characters. We wanted our students to see themselves in the characters and to see
other cultures represented in ways that are not about conflict.  We decided to focus on
Picture books but also wanted to include a list of  non-fiction and novels that teachers
could reference.   We discussed trying to support independent bookstores and planned
a bookstore day where each of us could visit a bookstore and work with the staff to help
us find books that would suit the project.

Having contacted local bookstores for help in selecting books that matched our general
criteria,  we met and went through the list of books we would like to include.
Discussions were had about the various titles, stories being told, and voices missing
from the stories. We took the time to also examine who the authors and illustrators were
for each title. We tried to be sure that BIPOC+ voices were all present in a centralized
way without attaching a stereotype to them.

With a list of titles compiled we went to secure some funding to buy a copy of each of
the books.  Our School Board generously bought us 3 copies of each of the books to
help support our initiative.

As we waited for our books to arrive we attempted another meeting but with substitutes
being difficult to acquire, not all of us could attend.  Discussions were had about
questions that could be used with any book and about how to include our consultants
into our project.

Project Goals
Students need to be exposed to a greater variety of texts with diverse characters for
numerous reasons:

● To see themselves represented
● To gain a wider world view and understanding of others
● To make connections, react, and respond

The final goal was to create an eBook to share and to allow others to have the tools to
widen the world view of their students. A tool that teachers could use to address
diversity and equity in their classrooms.



Project Outcomes

We were not able to complete our project due to Covid and the lack of available substitutes.
What we did manage to achieve was to create a diverse book collection that could be added to
any classroom library.

Below is the list of books that we purchased and plan on working with if we could transfer this
PDIG to 2022.

Posey the
Monster Slayer

The Proudest
Blue

All the Ways to
be Smart

Uncle Bobby’s
Wedding

Brave Ballerina

Ravi’s Roar Amy Wu and the
Perfect Bao

They Say Blue Pink is for Boys It Began With a
Page

Ruby Finds a
Worry

The Undefeated Birdsong The Bug Girl I Am Every
Good Thing

Julian is a
Mermaid

Sugar in Milk Boys Dance! My Day with
Gong Gong

A Big Mooncake
for Little Star

Julian at the
Wedding

Move the Crowd Red: A Crayon’s
Story

Hot Pot Night

You Matter Where are you
From?

We Are Water
Protectors

Saturday

Last Stop on
Market Street

Freedom, We
Sing

Your Name is a
Song

Thank You, Omu

Reinvestment
As of right now this project is incomplete but should teachers want a list of books with diverse
characters to help them start discussions or simply to include in their classroom so students can
see themselves in the books they read then they have at least that much! We would be
interested in the opportunity to continue this project in the remainder of the 2021-2022 school
year.


