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1. Project Description:

Describe/show to what degree the project was carried out as planned. Include what went well
and what proved to be a challenge. Include a synthesis of your journal entries.

There was progress made in two main areas:

a) The lesson plan templates:

We have worked on developing a main lesson planning template for engaging students with
illustrated picture books (from FNMI authors…)  The template design structure is made with the
intention that it can be infused with vetted content that ensures ‘authenticity’ (FNMI content
creators and authors and also with the selections being corroborated by researching
educational platforms by Indig. organizations).

The lesson plan template was created and we started the process of ‘populating’ these lesson
designs with vetted and researched content ( eg. for ‘Shin-Chi’s Canoe’ and Shi-shi Etko).

In the instance of Shin-Chi’s Canoe’ and Shi-shi Etko, these titles are widely read to students all
across Canada, and so we were able to link additional lesson options from Indigenous
organizations and educators.

b) Curation of a lesson plan bank across the Elementary grades:.

The group began the process of researching lesson plans for specific FNMI authors, and then
bringing those resources into a bank of lessons.  The intention of the teachers is to continue
adding to this bank over time, and also emphasized that they would like to engage in dialogue
with FNMI partners with regards to best practices for being culturally ‘responsive’ and proactive.

2. Project Goals:

Describe/show to what degree the goals of the approved project were met. If the goals were
only partially met or not met at all, describe the reasons for this.

As the pandemic context greatly reduced the amount of time in which the group was able to
meet (the group was still able to meet four times ‘after school’ when the teachers did not require



release time… ie. they did not want to miss teaching time during the pandemic school year for
various reasons… etc.) the lesson plan templates that were created have several of the
components ‘completed’.  Additional meeting days would have allowed for the group to
complete many additional lesson plans using the same pedagogical design features.  This
would have included time for vetting the authenticity of the text selections and reading about
best practices to pair with these texts, from Indig. Organizations.

3. Project Outcomes:

Describe/show the gains that the participating teachers achieved through this project.

Throughout this project, the participating teachers were able deepen their knowledge of some
important pan-Canadians authors and learn about ways to bring these authors’ texts into their
classroom practice, via their research for how Indig. organizations scaffold reflection,
discussion, and learnings around these content selections.

Participants also deepened their knowledge and understanding of the broader pan-Canadian
conversation about TRC and FNMI Education in general via the Calls to Action and discourse
around those.  We used a shared learning and reflection process to view and discuss various
statements, texts, videos, and dialogue regarding the Calls to Action (including Call to Action #
62 regarding educational contexts)

4. Reinvestment:

Clearly describe how the resources created and/or the learning achieved by the participants can
be of benefit to the educational community at large. If applicable, comment on whether or not
this project should be carried out by other teams and if so, how it could be improved.

The resources that were created in this project will be shared across the ELA community.  Given
that the number of days and overall days for this project was drastically reduced by the teachers
not being able to meet for full or even half days (as explained above… due to their reservations
about missing classes during the pandemic and ‘bubble’ year…) the teachers furthered their
knowledge for situation Indig. texts into their practice, which will benefit their students' learnings
about FNMI and TRC themes, cultures, and histories.  The teachers involved in this project will
also encourage other educators in their school communities to commit to the TRC journey and
embark on professional learning opportunities in this area.


