
Weaving Reconciliation Recommendations
into Social Sciences Teaching

Final Report 2021

Project Description

We were very happy to receive an extension to improve upon and try to complete our
project because we feel that it is so important to bring resources and curriculum
supports that address Indigenous history and contemporary issues into our social
sciences classrooms.

Working on this project continues to teach us how to incorporate these issues
meaningfully into the already existing history curriculum. We definitely grew as teachers
as we contemplated and devised lesson plans, student projects and outings that would
stimulate and sustain our students’ intercultural understanding, empathy and respect for
Indigenous peoples. We are aware that this is a lifelong process and we will continue to
add to and change the program as we learn more about the issues each year.

We were able to meet three times in person, during a year where face-to-face
collaboration was very difficult.  During those meetings, we were able to complete many
of the resources in the packages we set out to make and to improve the resources we
had found and created in the previous year.  We were able to add more literary sources
to our work, from Indigenous writers. We created two webquests for students to do
guided research on contemporary Indigenous realities and found lots of digital
resources to add to these webquests.

As we have not yet completed what we fully set out to do, we plan to put what we have
already created into practice and complete our project in the coming year, as we use it.

Project Goals

Our goals were partially met yet again this year.  The resource packages that we had
set out to create are almost complete.



We have partially completed packages on:

● Myth-busting (addressing stereotypes about Indigenous Peoples)
● Understanding Treaties, Indian Status and Reconciliation
● Challenges facing Indigenous communities today (drinking water, housing,

isolation etc.)
● Understanding Residential schools and their impact, and
● Inuit history and contemporary realities

We also added a package on Contemporary Mohawk realities that is almost complete.

We had hoped to implement a number of the activities in order to test out our unit
plans.  We were able to implement a number of the inaugural activities as well as the
mapping activities, however, we were not able to attend the McGill Pow-Wow in the
past two years, which we consider essential for this project.  We were able to access
online pow-wow content but feel that in-person would be much more powerful in terms
of bringing students into meaningful contact with this tradition.

We continue to work on and discuss ways that the materials we have created are
relevant to all of our students, both Indigenous and non-Indigenous.  We hope to
continue to improve and add to our resources from year to year.

Project Outcomes

As teachers, we gained so much through the process of working on this project. Not
only did we learn a great deal about Indigenous history and contemporary Indigenous
issues through our research, we were able to develop an annotated list of resources
we can share, add to and refer back to as our teaching evolves over time.

We were happy to connect with local Indigenous resources, such as the First People’s
House at Mcgill and use locally produced teaching materials, such as the Indigenous
Ally’s Toolkit produced by the Montreal Urban Aboriginal Network. This year we were
able to add many resources from the work of Thomas King, Tanya Talaga and many
other contemporary Indigenous authors.  We will continue to read and learn from the
plethora of material becoming available from Indigenous sources.

This work has helped us to reframe our approach to teaching Canadian History. The



prescribed curriculum seems to focus on the way tensions between the French and the
English shaped our evolution, and we had not, until now, grounded the course
otherwise. Our work together, however, has allowed us to reorganize our approach to
the curriculum so that we can explore the tensions of our developing country as it grows
out of the early and evolving relationships between First Nations, French settlers and
English settlers on the land. Although this does not change the content we teach,
grounding the course in the question of land seems a more accessible and more
powerful foundation for understanding the contributions of ALL Canadians both in our
early development, and in our continued evolution and through the arrival of successive
waves of migration.  We are working against the fort mentality that has framed Canadian
History teaching materials that have been used for too long in Quebec.

We were also able to develop our digital skills, as we learned how to use different online
map applications, particularly CARTOGRAF from LEARN Quebec, in order to help our
students better understand the critical relationship between economics, political policies,
and land through playing with shifting borders over time and the stories which drove
those shifts.

Reinvestment

We would like to share the resources we created with the wider English-speaking
teaching community in the Montreal area and beyond. The projects, outing plans
and activities can be adapted to other classroom situations.

We have already shared our materials with our colleagues in the English
Montreal School Boards Outreach network, via online sharing and discussion
within a history PLC.  We hope to present our project at a PED day during this
school year, in conjunction with the EMSB History consultant.

We want to continue to develop the much needed, respectful, usable content that will
allow us to work towards answering the calls to action outlined by the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission. We hope to engage with Indigenous educators and
community activists to further our work and to deepen the breadth of our resources.


