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Oral Language Development : At home and at school – it’s everywhere! 

Rawdon Elementary School, SWLSB 

 

Project Description  

 

This project aimed to create model activities around the five areas of development of the new preschool program. 

These model activities were shared with families in a joint partnership, where families were invited into the classes 

several times during the school year to witness what their child’s learning looked like in the classroom. These events 

served as an opportunity to share the teachers’ expertise in early childhood development with the families of their 

students, while respecting the families’ culture and native language, and role as the children’s first educators. The 

project aimed to increase teacher expertise, increase family engagement with the school, and extend the children’s 

learning at home with support from the school. An emphasis on developing oral language (talk turns, questioning, 

extending child’s learning by prompting) will underpin the in-school activities as well as the support sent home. 

 

The group met 4 times over the course of the year. At each planning meeting the teachers reviewed articles and 

supplemental resources on the target topic, and then discussed them. The consultant sent the articles ahead of 

time for those who wished to read them, but also gave time during the meeting to review them. Prompting 

discussion questions were provided, and links to the curriculum were also discussed. Teachers shared personal 

experiences from their classroom and made connections to their own practice. 

 

The second part of each meeting provided an opportunity for the teachers to plan the family visits to the school, 

which usually took place during the last hour of the day. It was decided early on in the project that due to sanitary 

measures, each class would invite families on a separate day, and that instead of the classroom the cafeteria would 

be used as it provided more room for families to be spaced apart. The families received an invitation to visit the 

school with several weeks’ notice. It was made clear that if a parent was unable to attend, a grandparent, or other 

relative could attend for the child. In the event that no one could attend from a child’s family, arrangements were 

made for someone from the school staff to partner with that student. Each visit began with a brief explanation 

about the targeted area of development by the teacher, highlighting the importance and key elements of that 

particular area of development, and how it was supported in the classroom. The teacher then introduced the 

activity and let the children and their families take part in the activity. At the end of the hour the activity wrapped 

up, and the children went home with their parent or family member. The children usually received an item that was 

representative of the activity (game, book, ball, etc…) and the families received an infographic poster in both English 

and French, which contained supporting information and was intended to be a quick reference at home.  

 

The first class visit day took place in October. Emotional development was the focus and parents and children sat 

outside to read a short text about feelings, used mirrors to practise making faces with different emotions, drew 

each other’s portrait, and talk about feelings in general - what makes us sad, happy, etc. 

 

In December families were invited to play board games to explore social development skills. Families were able to 

play board games that the children use in the classroom, and each child received a double-sided board game of 

snakes & ladders /checkers along with game pieces and a deck of cards to take home.  

 

The class visits resumed in April with a focus on literacy, language and relaxation. Teachers talked about what 

literacy looks like in kindergarten (listen to stories, read picture books, storytelling) and demonstrated using open-

ended questions to promote language development at home. Children and their families then got to read books 
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together. The activity then transitioned to relaxation. Children were able to explain how/where they relaxed at 

school, and then took turns showing their families their favourite place to relax in the classroom. The children 

received “kits” with items that could be used for relaxation at home - a puzzle, modelling clay, and book. 

 

The final class visit will take place in June. An outdoor activity to promote gross motor and STEM exploration is 

planned. Children and their families will take part in an obstacle course and relay activity, aimed to stimulate their 

proprioception and vestibular systems. A second activity - water play- will target STEM and cognitive development. 

Children will get to explore sink/float, measurement, etc. Children will be given several items to take with them to 

promote outdoor and gross motor play at home. 

 

A small adjustment to the schedule in terms of which areas of development were planned for each month. For 

example, it was originally planned that ‘gross motor development’ was to be explored during  the first class visit 

however upon reflection the teachers decided it would be best to focus on emotional and social development at the 

beginning of the school year, and address gross motor development later in the year. It was also decided to 

exchange fine motor development with sensory development (relaxation) as the teachers felt that many teachers 

are aware of the importance of fine motor development however may need more support when it comes to 

relaxation. This topic has also been discussed frequently as a result of the new program, and the addition of the K4 

level to the cycle. One other small adjustment to the schedule was the frequency and length of meetings. We had 

originally planned to meet for six, half days however finding substitute teachers for half days proved difficult, 

therefore the end results was that the first two meetings were half days, and the last 4 sessions were completed 

over two full days. 

 

Project Goals 

 

The realisation of this project was a very successful one. All five areas of development were addressed and the 

content was appreciated by the families. There was a very high attendance rate at each of the open-house class 

visits, at time 100% of the children had a family member present. The feedback the teachers received from the 

families was very positive and appreciative.  

 

For their part the teachers expressed an appreciation for the opportunity to take the time to explore the readings 

and reflect on what each of the areas of development offered for the children in their classes. 

 

The delayed return to school after the winter break in December required a small shift in the planned meeting dates 

and open-house schedule of visits, and the lack of available substitute teachers also required some adjustments to 

our schedule. Neither of these obstacles had a significant impact on the result of the project, and all the goals were 

met as expected. 

 

Project Outcomes  

 

The following is a compilation of observations and reflections made over the course of the project, both during the 

planning meetings as well as the classroom visits with families. The teachers from the project regularly sent their 

feedback about how they felt about the project as well as their meetings with the families. 

Session on emotional development: 
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• The teachers frequently observed families laughing and physical closeness during the in-class activities, and 

mentioned that parents seemed to be very focused on their child, without the distractions that can occur at 

home. 

Session on social development: 

• The teachers commented that the activity was informative for parents to see what their child knows and 

doesn't know.  

• One teacher commented that “most children told me they were having fun with their parent. It seemed to 

be a great bonding moment for both”. 

• The teachers look forward to continuing the activity in future years, and offering a wider variety of 

classroom games, with the activity being held in the classrooms. 

Session on literacy and language: 

• The teachers were especially responsive to the strategy of using self talk and parallel talk to make thinking 

and understanding explicit for children. 

• They also shared that they regularly use extension and elaboration strategies to scaffold children’s language 

development.  

• The teachers shared that this reinforced a practice that they are currently using in their teaching. 

Session on gross motor development: 

• The teachers reflected after reading one article in particular on gross motor development, that “if we miss 

the opportunity when they are young (critical period of development) it’s gone…”. 

• A comment was made that (children) should not just be running around field - activities need to be set up 

for cross body movement 

• A suggestion was made that maybe teachers need more training - specialized and focused 

• One teacher reflected that practice is important - give the time 

• It was mentioned that (physical activity) increases other areas of development- social & emotional; we feel 

better when we move physically, self esteem, but also mentally - good for focus - teachers see this in 

themselves 

Session on cognitive development: 

• The teachers intent on sharing pictures of children’s play in the classroom, sharing them with families, and 

sending the prompting questions home for families to use to prompt children’s oral language and thinking 

about what they had done in school and during their play. 

• The teachers also commented that children learn better when we teach to their interests and that they have 
an emotional connection to life sciences 

• They also noted that risk and mistake making translate to other subjects and also have an impact on 
emotional regulation connection 

• Teachers added that making predictions, looking for trends, also builds knowledge foundation for future 
core learning  such as in LA, math, and science 

Reinvestment 

 

For each open-house class visit with the families, an infographic was prepared and sent home. Each document 

contained brief but useful information on the topic addressed during the visit. These documents were translated 

into French to ensure accessibility to all families in the community. The intention was for the documents to provide 

support to the families at a quick glance or reference. 
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During discussions with teachers from other schools across our school board we have already received interest 

about the content of the class-visits; the readings, activity plans for each of the visits around each area of 

development, the infographic copies to send home, etc. One school in particular is using the gross motor planning 

activities and infographic for their K4 end-of-year parent activity/visit. 

 

We intend to share this project at the June meeting of the DEEN preschool sub-committee PLAY members, as well 

as with the SWLSB teachers. 

 

It is our hope that the ideas and content of this project will inspire other schools and teachers to plan and host 

these types of class visits for families, as they have shown to be appreciated by the families. As for the teachers 

themselves, this project reinforced for them the importance of each of the five areas of development, especially 

during this critical period of development. 

 


